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A LETTER FROM THE WDC PRESIDENT
This fall the Wharf District Council has taken advantage of the Zoom platform to significantly
increase membership participation at its meetings, and to increase its involvement in
community affairs. A number of very important initiatives are underway, and our voice has never
been more important:

STATE STREET
With all good intentions, the city is exploring ways to beautify State Street and make it more
friendly to pedestrians and bicycles. As a historic (and constrained) street it is simply not wide
enough to accommodate all the vehicles, people, and bikes that a modern street would, so compromises are required.
Currently State Street is the primary westbound route from the Wharf District and North End to Back Bay, Fenway, and
Cambridge. The city’s proposal to reduce State Street to one lane of traffic is vigorously opposed by the WDC unless other
westbound routes are created, as traffic congestion is our number one concern and a single lane on State Street would
have catastrophic consequences. A petition is underway at http://chng.it/tQNLzdPjtZ.

THE PINNACLE
Many people and organizations, including the WDC, submitted letters responding to the Article 80 process for the Harbor
Garage development. The City and State have gathered all that input into a set of scoping documents that will be the
basis for future study and presentations. We will stay involved in that process.

CANNABIS DISPENSARIES
Downtown will inevitably become home to recreational retail locations for marijuana dispensaries. The WDC has the
responsibility to assure that everything possible is done to make sure they are safe and responsive operations, and that
they help make sure that outdoor use in the area is strictly prevented.

CLIMATE RESILIENCE
Perhaps most importantly, the WDC is working with the city and local property owners to help coordinate short and long
term plans for dealing with sea level rise. Building upon the City’s Climate Ready Boston studies, this will be an essential
part of the District’s focus for the foreseeable future.
Once again, we invite all of our neighborhood residential and commercial building owners and institutions to join the
Wharf District Council’s efforts to make our area a more inclusive, accessible, and resilient part of Boston

Marc Margulies
WDC President
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
To our WDC Members, Supporters & Friends,
During this holiday season as we reflect on 2020 with its many challenges, may we focus on all that is positive, both
personally and professionally and find ways to reach out to those in need.
The Wharf District Council is so thankful for the support we have received and grateful to the many people who worked
on behalf of the Council and the Wharf District Community. Thank you to:

•

Our Wharf District Council members – your work has made our neighborhood a better place to live, work, and visit.

•

Mayor Marty Walsh, Councilor Ed Flynn, Senator Joe Boncore, Representative Aaron Michlewitz, their staffs, and the
many City of Boston and Massachusetts State people including Neighborhood Services’ John Romano, – working
with us on projects, programs and issues.

•

Northendwaterfront.com, Matt Conti, Founder/Editor and Steve Vilkas, writer – for covering the WDC.

•

Wharf District Responders: Captain Ciccolo, Sergeant Moy and the Boston Police A-1 team; Boston Fire District 6,
Chief Kevin Brooks and the team; Boston Emergency Medical Services, Chief James Hooley and the team.

May you have a healthy and happy holiday season. We look forward to working together in a brighter New Year, 2021.
Sincerely,

Susanne Lavoie
Susanne Lavoie
WDC Executive Director

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
TO THE WHARF DISTRICT

PLAY
VIDEO
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
INVITATIONS & HOLIDAY MESSAGES
FROM AROUND THE WHARF DISTRICT

Boston Harbor Hotel
HARBOR AT HOME CHRISTMAS DINNER
Spend your holiday enjoying the food, drink, merriment,
and spectacle of Boston Harbor Hotel’s grand celebrations
– from your own home. Allow our team to host your
holiday dinner with our Harbor at Home Christmas Dinner
experience, offering a complete prepared meal featuring
everything from a Five Spice and Cocoa Rubbed Slow
Roasted Beef Tenderloin to a decadent Dark Chocolate
Buche de Noel. Top off the experience with Chef Daniel
Bruce's custom wine pairings.
The price is $450 including tax and serves eight guests.
All orders must be reserved in advance with a scheduled
pick-up time between 11am and 2pm on Thursday,
December 24th from 70 Rowes Wharf, Boston MA 02110.
Orders are now being accepted. To reserve your Harbor
at Home Christmas Dinner, contact our Catering team at
617.856.7795 or catering@bhh.com.
Guests of this Christmas at home experience, receive
exclusive access to a friends & family holiday overnight
guestroom rate!
BOSTON HARBOR HOTEL HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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CHRISTMAS AT ROWES WHARF SEA GRILLE
Celebrate Christmas with breathtaking waterfront views
at Rowes Wharf Sea Grille. A la carte winter-inspired
menus will be served on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
alongside a special four-course prix fixe menu created by
Chef Daniel Bruce in our chic yet casual dining room.
Reservations are highly recommended. Book online or
contact our team at 617.856.7744 for reservations.
VIEW MENU | BOOK NOW

HOLIDAY FROST TEA
'Tis the Season at the Boston Harbor Hotel! As Jack Frost
begins nipping at your nose, we invite families to the
Rowes Wharf Sea Grille to celebrate the magic of the
holidays with us this December. Throughout the entire
month, enjoy a seasonal twist on afternoon tea at our
Holiday Frost-Tea, complete with festive holiday cheer.
The Rowes Wharf Sea Grille provides the perfect setting
to indulge in holiday treats while savoring the view of the
glistening frost of the harbor.

BOSTON WINE FESTIVAL
With enhanced health and safety guidelines in place,
the Boston Wine Festival returns to Boston Harbor Hotel
this winter with a highly anticipated lineup of events to
commemorate the festival’s 32nd anniversary. For over
three decades, Chef Bruce and Boston Harbor Hotel
have welcomed top winemakers from around the world
to Boston for this one-of-a-kind celebration of food and
wine. The festival is the nation’s longest running extensive
wine and food pairing series, kicking off on Friday, January
15, 2021 and continuing through Saturday, March 27, 2021.
Tickets are available beginning December 1.
VIEW BROCHURE | VIEW WEBSITE

SPECIAL OFFERS
BHH is offering special rates/offers available right now!

To make your reservation please call 617.856.7744 or...
HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS | CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
BOOK NOW | VIEW MENU
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New England Aquarium
AQUARIUM AFTER DARK

VIRTUAL ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS

The Aquarium will remain open until 8 p.m. on Friday
nights in December. On Flashback Friday (December 4),
learn about the 50-year history of the aquarium and how it
came to be. On December 11, enjoy Penguin Presentations
at 5, 6, and 7 p.m., and on December 18, discover what
winter is like for marine life. For more information, visit
www.neaq.org.

This holiday season, give extraordinary experiences
recipients will enjoy from afar! While streaming live from
the New England Aquarium, our aquarists and trainers
will share fascinating facts about our animals and answer
questions. Choose from four different encounters: sea lions
or fur seals, harbor seals, penguins, or the Giant Ocean
Tank. To book a Virtual Animal Encounter, www.neaq.org.

INTRODUCING VIRTUAL ACADEMY

SHOP VINEYARD VINES, SUPPORT NEAQ

PROGRAMS

Vineyard Vines is hosting a two day, in-store promotional
event in support of the New England Aquarium in each
of their six New England stores. Shop from 5–7 p.m. on
December 9 and 10 to receive 10% off your total purchase,
and Vineyard Vines will donate an additional 10% to NEAq.
Participating stores are located in Boston, Chestnut Hill,
Dedham, Foxborough, Hingham, and Lynnfield.

Explore ocean science and practice STEM skills while
engaging with an Aquarium educator through our new
Virtual Academy. Learn about ocean animals’ life cycles
or stress responses, or how scientists help protect ocean
life. Each standards-aligned virtual program features a
video and activity for K-5 students to engage with before
their virtual interaction, a virtual interaction with Aquarium
staff via Zoom, and an activity to complete after the live
interaction. Learn more at www.neaq.org.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS | CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Rose Kennedy Greenway

VIA ZOOM WEBINAR

Join Lucas Cowan, Greenway Conservancy Director & Curator of Public Art, and members of
the Greenway Public Art Advisory Group in an engaging exploration of the importance of public
art during the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more about how artists and arts administrators are
working to adapt, collaborate, create, and plan ahead for public art in this unprecedented time.  

REGISTER NOW
SHARE ON
FA C E B O O K

SPONSOR A POLLI-NEIGHBOR IN HONOR OF SOMEONE SPECIAL IN YOUR LIFE TODAY!
Pollinators play a vital role in our ecosystem, especially
in our urban neighborhoods. The Greenway provides an
oasis for many pollinator species facing population decline
due to the loss or fragmentation of habitat. Our Pollinator
Ribbon and organically maintained gardens create the
pockets of food and shelter they need to thrive right in
downtown Boston. By sponsoring a polli-neighbor in honor
of someone special, you are supporting the Conservancy’s
work to protect these creatures, and educating yourself
and others about the vital role they play in our park!
ROSE KENNEDY GREENWAY | HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS | CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CAROUSEL COLORING BOOK

CAROUSEL BULK TICKETS

SPONSOR A SEAT

Bring your favorite carousel creature
home with our Greenway Carousel
Coloring Book!  Between now and
the end of December, purchase one
coloring book online and receive
two FREE carousel tickets for the
2021 season! Buy two coloring books
online and receive five FREE tickets.

2021 Greenway Carousel tickets
are available to purchase in bulk,
saving a dollar on every ticket when
purchasing over 10 tickets! Stock up
and get to ready to take a spin!

Commemorate your family or a loved
one on a plaque mounted on one of
the benches along The Greenway!
Your sponsorship gives you a
dedicated seat on the contemporary
public park in the heart of Boston.

Friends of Christopher Columbus Park
LIGHTING THE NIGHT
Covid-19 didn’t deter the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park (FOCCP)
and the Boston Parks and Recreation Department from flipping the switch
to turn on the gorgeous blue lights for the 18th year. A handful of FOCCP
members gathered under the trellis and cheered when the lights went on
Monday evening, November 23. “We couldn’t host our traditional trellis lighting
ceremony this year but that certainly didn’t stop us from creating the magical
winter wonderland, which we’ve done every year since 2003,” says Joanne
Hayes-Rines, president of Friends of Christopher Columbus Park.
Walking under the trellis is always a magical experience, and this year visitors
to the park will also be treated to the sounds of holiday music under the center
trellis. The lights and music turn on at 4:45 p.m.; the music turns off in the
evening while the 50,000 trellis lights and illuminated trees are on all night.
“Our lights and music are more important than ever since Faneuil Hall
Marketplace canceled its annual Blink show and holiday tree,” says Joanne.
“And membership dues, which start at $25 a year, are also more important than
ever.” FOCCP, an all-volunteer nonprofit, is funded solely by membership dues
and donations from local businesses. The cost of the holiday lights averages
$35,000 a year. Join or renew membership in FOCCP on its website or mail a
check to FOCCP, P.O. Box 130285, Boston, MA 02113.
Enjoy the iconic display until Patriot’s Day April 2021.
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Boston Harbor Cruises
December is always a quiet time of year for BHC, the
crowds have vanished, and many of our vessels “pause”
until spring or undergo off-season repairs. As you might
expect, this December is quieter than usual and we have
scaled back services to a minimum. The resulting quiet
and lack of activity, have given us space to reflect on
reasons to feel grateful and even hopeful, despite the
challenging circumstances.

MNM Restaurant Group
We are all dressed up for the holidays. Come in and visit!
Fin Point at 89 Broad Street

Through these times of difficulty, we see with more clarity
the importance of the relationships, both personal and
professional, that we have developed through our years
of operating sightseeing cruises and ferries out of Long
Wharf. For example, BHC has been joining other boat and
sightseeing companies in regular phone conferences and
Zoom calls, to share best practices and to offer strategies
and support in how to navigate (so to speak) our way
along through these uncharted waters. Competitors have
become allies in advocacy and in mutual striving to get
through hard times.
Our appreciation for our waterfront neighbors has only
increased, including the members of the very special
organization that is the Wharf District Council. Even
though we may currently see you only from a distance,
on the screens of our laptops or mobile devices, the
feelings of pride that we share about this great city
and about our uniquely beautiful neighborhood remain
stronger than ever.
In that spirit, Boston Harbor Cruises wishes each and all
of you a holiday season marked by good health, a sense
of peace and joy, and optimism about a bright future.

Tradesman Coffee Shop
58 Batterymarch Street  
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Marriott Long Wharf
A WHARF DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD HOTEL & RESTAURANT
The Holidays are the perfect time to experience the
contemporary luxury of the Boston Marriott Long
Wharf, seamlessly integrated with the rich history of its
surroundings.  We are a 4-star hotel on the waterfront in
Boston Harbor with the New England Aquarium next door
and iconic attractions including Faneuil Hall Marketplace
and the Freedom Trail just a short walk away.
Waterline, our harborfront restaurant, serves seasonal
New England fare and offers terrific views of Long Wharf
from oversized windows.
During the Holidays say hello to our friendly doormen
as you walk by, join us for lunch or dinner, or just stop
in for appetizers and drinks while enjoying the views of
the harbor and beautiful blue lights of the Christopher
Columbus Park Trellis.  

Harborside Inn
Originally built in 1846 as a mercantile shipping warehouse
on the Boston harbor, the Harborside Inn has been
completely renovated to create a European style boutique
hotel which features a hip cocktail lounge.
Here, a "classic modernism" design is accented with
the latest high technology amenities to satisfy the
most savvy business or leisure traveler. Located in the
Wharf District, the Harborside is the ideal place for your
out-of-town guests. To book a room or for information,
please call us at 617-723-7500 or go to our website at
harborsideinnboston.com.

Our boardrooms and ballrooms offer exceptional settings
for meetings and social events of nearly any size. The
harbor comes to life at Boston Marriott Long Wharf experience it for yourself.
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Boston Children's Museum
SNOWMAZING JOY, WONDER, AND FUN!
We hope to make your holiday special this season with
festive hands-on exhibits and activities the whole family
can enjoy. Jack Frost is our winter consultant and he and
his friends are using their imagination to turn some of our
favorite exhibits into winter themed experiences sure to
bring joy when we need it the most. Help us decorate
our giant Wonder Tree (The New Balance Climb), play
in our Winter Village, skate on our sock skating rink,
iceberg jump, toss snowballs, and much more. It will be a
Snowmazing time!
The fun also includes special workshops and virtual
activities to make your own gifts for family and friends.
Workshops are one and a half hours long and include
one hour of play in the Museum! Gift Making Workshops
are December 12, 13, 19, 20 at 10:00am and 2:00pm in
the Museum. Tickets will be available soon. Each child
will be able to make 3 gifts during these workshops, and
workshops are limited to only a few visitor groups per
session. We hope you will make the Museum part of your
holiday fun!

WHERE TO EAT ON CHRISTMAS DAY
SMITH & WOLLENSKY

MIEL AT THE INTERCONTINENTAL

CHART HOUSE

FIN POINT

THE PALM BOSTON

ROWES WHARF SEA GRILLE
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR!
From Councilor Ed Flynn
and Family
ed.flynn@boston.gov
617-635-3203

PLAY
VIDEO

MAYOR
MARTY
WALSH

Happy Holidays
to the Wharf
District!
Please see my
end-of-year letter on
the following page.
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TO THE WHARF DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE WHARF DISTRICT COMMUNITY
FROM SENATOR JOSEPH BANCORE
My staff and I send everyone warm wishes for a safe and peaceful holiday season.  During this time, I hope you are able to
connect with family and loved-ones in safe, healthy ways.
Over the past several months, the State Senate has been working to put Massachusetts on a path towards health and
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Senate has been busy, and I appreciate this opportunity to provide
a few updates.
FY21 budget
The Senate recently passed $46 billion budget for Fiscal Year 2021 to move towards an equitable recovery by making
critical investments in sectors impacted by COVID-19.  This budget reflects the Senate’s values, putting families and
communities first while ensuring fiscal stability and making considerable investments to bolster essential services  in
transportation, housing, food security and education.
Critical local and statewide issues I advocated for were
adopted in the Senate budget:

» A new fee structure for Transportation Network
Companies that direct more revenue to public
transportation and also alleviate congestion and
reduce emissions.

» $3 million for acute pediatric care at Tuft’s Children’s
Hospital.

» $2.5 million for the New England Aquarium to continue
inspiring and educating visitors from Boston and from
around the world.

» $150,000 for Amplify Latinx, an organization that
encourages Latinx civic engagement and supports
Latinx small businesses through advocacy and grants.

» $50,000 for the East Boston Community Soup Kitchen,
an organization on the front-lines serving those in
need both before and during the COVID-19 pandemic.

» Continued support for Community Based Residential
Re-entry Services to curb recidivism and build stability
for returning citizens.

Additional investments and accomplishments include:

» $5.283 billion in targeted education investments, an
increase of $107.6 million over FY20.  

» Strengthening public health infrastructure at the local,
state and regional level to combat the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

» Maintain and expand access to mental health care.
» $138 million in opportunity investments, including
grants and loans to small businesses to summer jobs
and work-readiness training for at-risk youth.

» $540 million in housing stability programs to support
many families, tenants and property owners in this
time of crisis.

» Additional protection measures to ensure the state’s
residents most at risk of eviction in the middle of a
pandemic are kept safe and secure in their homes.

» $44.2 million in food security investments.
A Conference Committee will now convene to reconcile
the differences between the Senate budget and the
version passed by the House of Representatives.

Transportation Bond Bill
This summer, the Senate passed a $17 billion Transportation Bond Bill to invest, modernize and reform the
Commonwealth’s transportation system.
As Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Transportation, I worked to ensure that this bill represented needs of our
community; including a $3.43 billion investment in the MBTA and the funding necessary for a Red Line and Blue Line
connection, and policies to improve experiences for bikers and pedestrians.  Through the amendment process, I was able to
secure an additional $7.5 million for our district.
The bill also addresses the congestion crisis in the Commonwealth.  First, establishing a commission to study the best
methods for implementing variable and expanded tolling on roadways.  Second, requiring Transportation Network
Companies to report additional data on their rides to better understand how these companies interact with riders, our
transportation system, and roadways.
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HOMES Act
In July, the Senate passed the $455 million Economic Development bill to combat the devastating impacts of the
pandemic by supporting the restaurant industry and providing funding for small business competitive grant programs,
housing production, and local economic development projects
Along with securing an additional $15.5 million for the district through amendments, the Senate also adopted my
amendment called the HOMES Act, which would seal all no-fault eviction records and prevent sealed eviction records
from being report to a housing or credit agency.
Now more than ever, the need for secure housing is critical.  As we face a housing situation already precarious, sealing
eviction records helps those already displaced. By passing the HOMES Act, we work to ensure housing is a right for
everyone in the Commonwealth.
FGM
The Senate also unanimously passed a bill I filed to ban female genital mutilation and cutting, known as FGM/C.  Now law,
Massachusetts is the 39th state to ban FGM/C. This affirms our commitment to the health and safety of women and girls
across the Commonwealth and to denounce gender-based violence.  By criminalizing female genital mutilation, we tell
survivors that they are heard, and tell girls and women they are protected from this abuse.
Our work is not done.
Stay in touch.  Let us know the issues you, your family and your neighborhood are facing.   Let us know how we can help.  I
believe kindness and community will be the defining characteristic of this moment.  Our Commonwealth will endure as it
has endured in the past.  We will heal and we will prosper.
Constituents who need resources or have questions are invited to reach out by emailing Joseph.Boncore@masenate.gov
or calling 617-722-1634.  From there, my team will be in touch with assistance.

Wishing our Wharf District Residents
a happy and healthy holiday!

Looking forward to a prosperous 2021!

BROADLUXE

ROWES WHARF RESIDENCES

GREENWAY PLACE CONDOMINIUMS

LIKE + SHARE WDC ON FACEBOOK

FOLIO CONDOMINIUMS

RESIDENCES AT THE INTERCONTINENTAL

HARBOR TOWERS

LIKE + SHARE WDC ON INSTAGRAM

